Fall 2019
All SCHOOL REUNION 2019– HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES
Over 90 people a ended the All School Reunion on July
27th. It was a great evening to catch up with old
friends, meet new people, and honor several special
people. The Class of 1969 was also honored and many
a ended from their class. During the evening,
Fr. Charles Torpey was inducted into the GICC Alumni
Hall of Fame. Robert and Patricia Golka were inducted
into the Honorary Hall of Fame.

The Robert and Patricia Golka family at the All School Reunion.

Dawn Taylor, Founda on President, Robert & Patricia Golka, Father
Torpey, Steve Ryan, Past Founda on President.

Fr. Torpey graduated from Central Catholic in
1962 and was ordained at St. Mary’s Cathedral
on December 20, 1969. One nomina on le er
stated, “It has been a privilege to know him for
45 years. Every me I see him, he’s s ll helping
as a re red priest in the diocese. He says Mass,
cracks jokes with his dry, quick wit, and makes all
of us feel much be er for having spent a few
moments with him.” Another said, “For 50 years,
he has served our diocese faithfully and has been
such a mentor and friend to thousands of us.”

Robert and Patricia Golka have been married for
58 years and have always been ac ve at Central
Catholic and in their parishes, including serving as
founding members of St. Leo’s Parish. One
nomina on le er stated, “Their selﬂess a tude
and willingness to sacriﬁce for the beneﬁt of
others has provided a lived example of the truth of
our faith—true joy comes from serving others.”
Their ten children and many of their twenty‐one
grandchildren and three great‐grandchildren were
able to a end the hall of fame ceremony. The
Golkas are wonderful examples for all of us.

Find us on Facebook and Twitter!
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A Word From the Principal
Gree ngs Crusader Alumni and Boosters!
I hope this newsle er ﬁnds you well! It's been such an honor and privilege to serve the
students and faculty of Central Catholic for the past year. Time and again, myself and my
family have been astounded by the outpourings of support our school receives from all of
you. With that said, thank you. Thank you for the support you've shown our school. Thank
you for the support many of you have shown me during my ﬁrst year as an administrator.
Thank you for suppor ng what has been an immensely successful capital campaign. Thank
you for the future support of our school as we con nue to advance the mission of Catholic
educa on in Grand Island.
With the support of many, we've seen a number of improvements within our building during
the past several months. A trip down Ruby Avenue shows a brand new facade on the
building with energy eﬃcient and secure windows. The Pat Kayl Science Lab as been
completed with funds garnered from the 2018 Knight in Wonderland Fund‐an‐Item. Our
chapel has been remodeled to become the jewel of our school with funds from the 2017
Knight in Emerald City. We've also been able to generate a ton of interest in our school with funds made
available for ﬁnancial aid. God has smiled upon our eﬀorts at Central Catholic to spread our
message
throughout the community!
Again, thank you for your con nued support of our school. Please know that our alumni and boosters will
always hold a special place in the prayers and inten ons of our students and staﬀ! Please never hesitate
to stop in the oﬃce and say hello should you ﬁnd yourself at Central!
Jordan Engle
Principal

Executive Director Notes
It is with great honor and humility that I assume the role of Execu ve Director for the
Central Catholic Development Founda on. I was blessed with a Catholic educa on growing
up so it feels like I am “home” again. My husband, Tim, and I have two daughters who
graduated from this great school. To our Central Catholic families, I extend our greatest
gra tude for choosing our school to partner with you in the educa on of your children.
Thank you to the administrators, educators and staﬀ of our school; they are a dedicated
group of individuals and I am grateful for all they do each and every day to serve our
families and students. I would also like to thank our suppor ng parishes for the ﬁnancial
and spiritual support they provide. We extend a sincere “thank you” to our donors who
con nue to help us make a quality Catholic educa on aﬀordable and accessible to the
families we serve. We will work to be responsible stewards of the gi s entrusted to us.
The support and dedica on of every single person, from student to community member,
is what enables us to create a great place for the students we serve each day!
Jolene M. Wojcik
Execu ve Director

Giving Tuesday ‐ December 3rd, 2019!
Inspira on for thousands of Catholics
to give back! Watch our social media pages for
more details.
h ps://grandisland.igivecatholic.org/organiza ons/grand‐island‐central‐catholic
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SAVE THE DATE NOVEMBER 15, 2019
The Knight Under the Sea is set to take place Friday, November 15th, 2019
at Grand Island Central Catholic. Our Knight Chairs, Greg and Lisa Rerucha
and Dr. Steve and Karla Schneider, have been hard at work with all of the
details that make this a night you don’t want to
miss! Some auc on items include luxury trips,
concert experiences, sport packages, home décor,
Christmas items and so much more! To be added to
the invite list, please contact the Founda on Oﬃce.
Thank you to all our volunteers who work so hard
prior to this event to make it such a success!

PICKUP : The 2019 Chevy Silverado 4WD LT Crew Cab pickup is fully loaded
vehicle with all the bells and whistles including heated steering wheel, remote
start, 8” HD color touch screen, front and rear park assist and so much more.
Thank you to Kim and Tom Dinsdale for their con nued support of GICC and the
generous dona on of the pickup to the Knight Under the Sea.

JET SKI: The NEW 2017 Sea‐Doo GTX 155 with trailer is a three person jet ski!
Have fun je ng around the lake with friends or family on this. It’s the perfect addi on
to anyone’s collec on of toys! Thank you to Mike and Jean Hamik, along with Daryl Harney at
Tri‐City Cycle Works, for sponsoring this generous dona on for the Knight .

RIPTIDE: Find your favorite GICC student and buy a $25 raﬄe cket from them! You will have the chance to win $1,000 cash,
Apple AirPods with Wireless Charging case, or a Samsung 58” 4K Smart LED TV. The GICC student who sells the most raﬄe ckets in
high school and middle school each receive a $100 VISA gi card from the Founda on Oﬃce.
TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED FROM THE
FOUNDATION OFFICE OR ANY OF OUR FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS.
WINNERS FOR EACH RAFFLE WILL BE DRAWN THE NIGHT OF THE EVENT,
NOVEMBER 15TH, AND YOU NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN.

FUND AN ITEM: This year’s fund an item is our Li le Theater! This theater is original to the school and is
in dire need of renova on. Your dona on to this cause would help fund new sea ng & carpe ng to update
this room!
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2019 GOLF SCRAMBLE

Low Net Winners: Le to Right—Dave Taylor,
Jack Henry, Mike Shuster, and Jim Pirnie

A Special THANK YOU to
Five Points Bank and U‐Save
Pharmacy for your support.
Thanks to all our sponsors
and everyone who came
out to play!

Low gross winners: Le to Right—Eric Barber,
Navi Sood, Shade Whalen and Eshan Sood
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? ALUMNI UPDATE
Jenny Green is a 2003 graduate of Grand Island Central Catholic and was recently inducted into
the Nebraska Sport High School Hall of Fame. “I am so grateful for the numerous opportuni es
Central Catholic provided me both in academics and athle cs. I received a top educa on and de‐
veloped life skills that I’ve carried with me to this day” Jenny stated. “Much of my success in life
came from the environment Central Catholic provided—suppor ve and caring teachers, the
highest academic expecta ons, and coaches who ins lled belief that we would compete with the
best in all sports. Being inducted into the Nebraska High School Hall of Fame is an incredible
honor for myself and the en re Central Catholic community. To have many of my high school
teachers, coaches and teammates there for the celebra on made it even more special.”
Jenny was Nebraska’s ﬁrst 13‐foot pole vaulter, and she dominated the event throughout her high
school years, winning the All‐Class gold medal all four years. At UNL she served as vice president
of the student‐athlete Advisory Commi ee, became team captain, all while rewri ng Nebraska’s
pole vault records from 2004 to 2007. She won four Big 12 vaul ng championships and graduated
with the Huskers’ indoor record and second‐best outdoor mark falling just short of 14 feet.
Jenny added, “I am so thankful for the dedica on and support of Central’s teachers and coaches. I spent hours in the weight
room with Coach Rezak and thousands of volleyball drills with Coach Sharon Zavala. I’m thankful for Coach Kester who would
stay out un l dark so I could ﬁnish my track workouts and for our amazing former Athle c Director, Howard Schumann, and of
course to my pole vault coach, Bob Zavala, who was by my side my en re middle school and high school career. Of all the com‐
pe ons around the country and world that I competed in, my favorite environment will always be the Nebraska State Track
Meet with the Crusaders. “ Congratula ons Jenny on this great honor! Your Crusader family is very proud of you!

2019 GRANDPARENTS DAY

We celebrated Grandparents Day on Thursday,
September 5, 2019. A Mass was oﬃciated by
Father Sid Bruggeman, with coﬀee and rolls
served a erwards. The generosity of our grand‐
parents has been a wonderful gi to the school
through the years. We thank our grandparents
for their great love and support of their
grandchildren and Central Catholic. We love you!
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CHAPEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
It was a beau ful day at the Ceremonial Mass and Blessing of the Altar
for the Chapel of the Holy Spirit on Thursday, October 3, 2019 at Central
Catholic. This new spiritual center of the
school was made possible by generous
donors from the Fund‐An‐Item at the 2017
Knight fundraiser. The space includes
sea ng for up to 40 in the chapel. The
en re Central Catholic community is
eternally grateful for our donors who have
given our students yet another avenue for
spiritual growth.
Senior Maddey King said, ““I love how the new chapel looks. Before it was renovated, it felt like a
room where we just prayed the rosary in religion class. Now it actually feels like a place where I’m
with God.”
We thank Most Reverend Joseph Hanefeldt for presiding over the beau ful ceremonial Mass and
blessing, and also to the other priests who co‐celebrated, GICC Chaplain Fr. Sid Bruggeman, and
GICC alumnus, Fr. Jim Golka.

2019‐2020
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
BISHOP
JOSEPH G. HANEFELDT
DAWN TAYLOR
PRESIDENT
RANDY GLEASON
VICE‐PRESIDENT
KRISTEN MASER
TREASURER
CHRISTI REIN
SECRETARY
MIKE KALVODA
PAST PRESIDENT
JACKIE GELLATLY
JEFF PALIK

The mission of the Catholic
school is the integral forma on
of students, so that they may
be true to their condi on as
Christ’s disciples.”
Pope Saint John Paul II

MIKE SCHUSTER
KELLY HENRY
DAVID OSTDIEK
SUE PIRNIE
CAREY REILLY

OUR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES
Charles ‘Ed’ Armstrong, Jr.
Survived by his wife Meta, and their three children
and their spouses, Will and Lori Armstrong, Ma hew
and Janelle Armstrong, and Carolyn Armstrong‐
Brown (Brian); nine grandchildren; three sisters and
brothers‐in‐law, Regina and Jim Siegwarth, Suzanne
and Gary Leicht and Beverly and Jerry Owens.

Larry Chi y
Survived by his wife, Lynne e; his children,
Lesha Chi y and Brian Dickason of Kansas City,
Kan; and Landon and Amanda Chi y of Olathe,
Kan; two grandsons; two sisters and a brother‐
in‐law, Laurie and Sco Kulus, Richelle Chi y; his
mother‐in‐law, Shirley Grudzinski; and a brother
‐ and sister‐in‐law, Sco and Cheryl Grudzinski;
and nieces, nephews and cousins.

Fred Northup
Survived by his wife of 73 years, Donna, of Grand Island;
and his children, Donna Grimes of Central City, Joe North‐
up , Susan (Brent) Ahrens , Anne (Frank) Riebschlager,
Charles Northup, Bill (Karen) Northup, Tom (Pam) North‐
up , Mike Northup (Heather Hudlemeyer) and Kathy (Jim)
Muhlbach. 42 grandchildren, 47 great‐grandchildren and
six great‐great‐grandchildren; a brother‐in‐law, Bob Alder‐
man ; and two sisters‐in‐law, Vi Alderman and Pa y Alder‐
man.
Carter Rock
Survived by his children, Tucker James Rock and Maggie Jo Rock;
the mother of his children, Amy Rock; his father, Pat Rock; his
siblings and spouses, Denise and John Lukasiewicz, John and
Sherry Rock, and Paula and Trebor Tomsu; a niece and nephews;
aunts, uncles and cousins.

Francis Maciejewski
Survived by his wife of 59 years; children, Mark (Beth)
Maciejewski, Pam (Kirk) Benner, David (Stephanie) Maciejew‐
Tom Corkle
ski and Paul Maciejewski; seven grandchildren; two great‐
Survived by his wife of 48 years, Anita; children, Kelli
grandchildren; siblings and in‐laws, Dennis and Lillian
Corkle (Deron Fuller), Chris ne (Daniel) Springer, John
(Ka e) Corkle; ﬁve grandchildren; William Corkle; sisters, Maciejewski, Harriet Kisicki, Nancy Maciejewski, Ervan and
Elizabeth (Don) Schuldt, and Mary (Randy) Sable ; brother Marge Dzingle, Pat and Herb Compton, Peg and Tommy
Lyman , Janelle and Terry Mostek , and dozens of nieces,
‐in‐law, Larry (Sandy) Deckert; along with numerous
nephews, and godchildren.
extended family and friends.

FR CHARLES TORPEY
SCOTT WEYERS
LISA WILLMAN
JORDAN ENGLE
GICC PRINCIPAL
GREG LOGSDON
DIOCESE SUPERINTENDENT
FOUNDATION
JOLENE M. WOJCIK
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CATHERINE HAUPTMAN
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
BECKY HOLLOWELL
PROGRAM COORDINATOR
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IN MEMORIAM: March 1, 2019 to September 30, 2019
Joe Bixenmann
Lukesh, Ronald and Dr. Jean
Rock, Daniel and Shauna
Carter Rock
Ziller, Bob and Dianne
Conrad & Della Kaup
Kaup, Barry
Cory Bader
Maciejewski , Francis and Gladys
Daniel Dymeck
Vogel, Ralph and Wilma
Delores Dzingle
Maciejewski, Francis and Gladys
Delores Schreiner
Hoch, Janie and Harry Jr.
Dolton (Frances, Mary, Diane)
Dolton, George
Earl Tibbs
Vogel, Ralph and Wilma
Francis Maciejewski
Bob and Dianne Ziller
Fred Northup
Schumann, Howard
Green, JJ and Kathie
Buchta, Bill and Nancy
Hoelck, Nadean
Pieper, Jerry and Deb
Budd, Janice
Stepanek, Mary Ann
Lammert, Bill and Jude
Wagoner, Dr. John Jr.
Tipton, Michael and Sandra
Nabity, Dr. Thomas and Jeanne
Chapman, Charles and Mary K
Wanitschke, Donna
Schmidt, Be y
Ayoub, George and Jacalyn
O’Brien, Ed and Denise
Clay, Diann
Maciejewski, Francis and Gladys
Mossman, Stephen
Kort, Brian and Rochelle
Stava, Ted and Kathy
Jarecke, Jack and Sharon
Nuncio, Saul and Yolanda
Dolton, Richard and Gloria
Aspen, Joyce
Wenzl, Michael and Jean
Buck, Be y
Sindelar, Francis and Rose Ann

Fred Northup
Rohweder, Suzanne
Frossberg, Jeannee
Rempe, Vern and Doris
Mossman, Leland and Be y
Chmelka, David and Carole
Moore, Tom and Sherry
Schneider, David
Mueller, Jeremy and Kate
Phelan, Patrick
Hubl, Jeﬀ and Beth
Brown, Richard and Janice
Gavers, Bill and Jody
Kayl, Julie
Kester, Keith
Howard, John and Kathy
Wissing, Daniel and Chris ne
Birch, Tony and Theresa
Pfeifer, Kevin and Cindy
Hamik, Mike and Jean
Cur s, Ma‐Pa Tony
Dunn, Jerry and Brenda
Kucera, Doug
Rupp, Robert
Bigley, Tom and Jackie
Krolikowski, Fransis and Jan
George Lomansey
Allen, Robert and Roseann Allen
Sindelar, Francis and Rose Ann
Hugh Hamilton
Rerucha, Greg and Lisa
Jake Jakubowski
Curraqn, Randy and Trish
Jay Maciejewski
Pfeifer , Kevin
Joan Robinson‐Fischer
Ziller, Bob and Dianne
Joe Bixemann
Bigley, Jim
John Doyle
Wanitschke , George and Donna
John Ludemann
Moore, Tom and Sherry
John Shovlain
Hoelck, Nadean

Lisa Hiller
Hiller, Timothy and Marilyn
Lore a Curran
Maciejewski, Francis and Gladys
Lyle Scripture
Buck, Be y
Wanitschke, George and Marileen
Sullivan
Rohweder, Suzanne
Norm Buck
Anonymous donors
Pat Kayl
Luther, Clayaon and Marilyn
Roberta Su on
Maciejewski , Francis and Gladys
Roger Kozisek
Durning, Brain and Deb
Stanley Sindelar Sr.
Schumann, Howard
Harb, Dennis and Mary
Sindelar, Francis and Rose Ann
Steve Gleason
Maciejewski , Francis and Gladys
Tom Corkle
Chapman, Charles and Mary K
Hellbusch, Bob and Alice
Corkle, Thomas
Virginia Donnelly
Donnelly, Michael and Cynthia
Virginia Schaﬀer
Rohweder, Suzanne
Vivian Owen
Dolton, Richard and Gloria
Rohweder, Suzanne
Stava, Ted and Kathy
Hoelck, Nadean
Hiller, Timothy and Marilyn
William Sassen Jr
Donnelly, Michael and Cynthia

Jone a (Donnelly) Meves
Michael and Cynthia Donnelly
Larry Chi y
Anonymous donors
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The Update is Now Digital!
Please return the form below to provide your email address and cell phone number so we can stay in touch electronically!

Support GICC Students by making your GICC dona on the easy way!
Go to: www.gicentralcatholic.org
Click on Founda on, Online Dona ons and complete the simple form to designate your gi !
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