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GICC offers free tuition as incentive

Enrollment program a priority
By Payton Gangwish

N

ew students who transfer to Grand
Island Central Catholic (GICC) at the
end of the first semester will receive free
tuition for the second half of the 20202021 school year.
Given the circumstances that this year
has brought on, Principal Jordan Engle offered an opportunity for a better, secondary education.
“We wanted to use the moment, and
we think right now is a good time for us
to look for people who might be interested in a different education than what
they’ve been receiving, and I know what
we have to offer at Central Catholic is
pretty special. Anything we can do to get
them to check us out, we’re going to try,”
Engle said.
Some people may not quite understand
why they haven’t heard of this before,
but Engle said this isn’t the first time the
school has offered this program.
“Well, we did it about two years ago
with a fair amount of success… There
never really was a reason that we decided
to do it now other than the fact that we
knew that it would be something people
would be interested in,” Engle stated.
With the introduction of this program,
Engle has not received any criticism from
those in the student body, parents, or donors; in fact, there’s been little talk about
the program within the school.
“...[There has been]very little. [Talk
about the program]. I think people understand the thought behind it. A lot of

people are very close to us - reaching out
to new families and trying to get more
people involved in our school family,”
Engle added about how the program
has been received at the school, and the
program’s goal.
With the introduction of the program
two years ago and reintroduced this year,
Engle gave further details about where
this idea for a tuition-free semester truly
started.
“Couple of years ago, we saw a news
article about a program similar in another
school. After reading it, we decided why
not try it, and after the success two years
ago, we said, ‘Why not try it again?’.”
With this program happening twice in
three years, some may wonder what the
lasting effect has been on the school. Engle
has seen this as a good investment.
“Well, of those 15 or 16 students, only
one has left. Students stick around, and
families get involved. And after that semester, they pay tuition, just like everyone
else. It’s been a good return,” Engle said.
One of those students who transferred into GICC with the program is Lily
Schaecher (7), who transferred from Barr
Middle School.
“It’s way better than Barr. There are
way less people, so it’s a lot easier to focus
and is more challenging than Barr, so I can
get a better education than I did at Barr,”
Schaecher said.
Schaecher broke down the key differences of how her class schedule was at

Barr.
“At Barr, English, language arts and
math were on block schedules, and those
classes each last two periods combined,”
she added.

"Couple of years ago, we
saw a news article about a
program similar in another school. After reading it,
we decided why not try it,
and after the success two
years ago, we said, 'Why
not try it again?'.”
-Jordan Engle
While at GICC, where classes are
in-person unless noted otherwise, Grand
Island Public Schools (GIPS) has a program
where students can do online learning or
in-person class for one semester. Schaecher has a relative who decided to take this
semester online and shared what it’s like.
“My brother, who goes to GISH, went
online this semester. He only had one
class for the trimester, so he can focus on
that one class, which for him was math,
and then move on to another class next
trimester,” Schaecher said.
In all, the program’s history has been
succesful and holds promise for the future
of the school.
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Christmas concerts a success for participants
By Koby Bales

G

rand Island Central Catholic’s (GICC) fine arts music department performed their
annual Christmas Concerts to both online audiences and select family members
during the last week of the first semester of 2020. The band and middle school show
choirs performed on Sunday, December 13, 2020, while the high school and middle
school choirs performed on Thursday, December 17, 2020.
The band concert opened up with Genesis, the middle school show choir. Genesis
performed their rendition of the Newsies. Decked out in mail-boy and mail-girl costumes, Genesis wowed the crowd with their slick dance moves and beautiful harmonies.
Just like one of the songs they sang, Genesis seized the day and gave a great performance! All three middle school bands then performed each one performing three songs.
The high school band had one question to ask - You like jazz? The band performed
eight songs ranging from well-known holiday classics such as “Do You Hear What I
Hear” to more contemporary songs like “Angels We Have Rocked the House.” The
snazzy jazz had the crowd bobbing their heads and snapping their fingers.
“I think it gets people in the Christmas
spirit, regardless of if it’s good or not. I think
it’s a quintessential part of the Christmas
experience,” said drummer John Partington
(12).
GICC’s choir programs rocked the night
away when they performed. All three grades
in the middle school performed along with
the high school choir.
The high school choir was the gold standard for how a Christmas concert should be.
All the members of the choir came together
to sing “From a Distance” and “A Grown-Up
Christmas List.” These songs were sung beautifully and were the highlight of the night.
“The songs we sing make this concert so special. Everyone loves this time of year, so
it makes it really easy to sing these songs,” added Jack Kenna (10).

"The songs we sing
make this concert so
special. Everyone loves
this time of year so it
makes it really easy to
sing these songs."
-Jack Kenna (10)

Members of the middle school show choir, Genesis, await applause after
finishing a song. Genesis performed on Thursday, December 13, 2020,
on Grand Island Central Catholic’s stage.

End in sight; vaccine distribution underway
By Koby Bales

A

s COVID-19 cases reach all-time
highs across the country, good
news has finally arrived with the recent
news of multiple vaccines available
from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
Pharmaceutical companies Pfizer
and Moderna have begun mass production and distribution of a COVID-19
vaccine. Early testing results showed
a 95 percent (Pfizer) efficiency rate at
preventing COVID-19 after two doses
according to the Harvard Business
Review. The tests, performed on nearly
44,000 people, were very effective
regardless of the person's age, gender,
race, or ethnicity. Side effects have
been minimal thus far into testing,
with the most extreme have been
mild symptoms of COVID-19 which
are non-deadly. Other symptoms
include low-grade fevers, chills, and
headaches. These side effects are most
notable after the second injection of

the vaccine.
“...symptoms are actually good
signs and that the vaccine is building
protection," according to Former FDA
chief Dr. Margaret Hamburg on CNBC
(December 10, 2020).
In Nebraska, the state received
around 15,600 vaccines once the Pfizer
vaccine was approved by the FDA. The
first shipment of the vaccine was sent
to eight hospitals across the state;
then, with the second and third scheduled for local pharmacies. Nebraska
will distribute the vaccine in stages. In
stage 1a, the vaccine will be distributed
to those in the COVID-19 wards and
Emergency Medical Services workers.
In stage 1b, the vaccine will be given
to first responders, educators, and
then in the following stage, it will be
given to the elderly and those who are
in vulnerable populations. Once the
stages are complete the vaccine will be
available to the public.
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On December 11, 2020, the FDA
approved Pfizer's vaccine right as the
death toll in the United States nears
300,000. The first shipments of the
vaccine were sent out the following
weekend.
Though the vaccine was approved,
this does not mean the end of wearing
masks in public.
“... people who receive the vaccine
will get symptoms of the disease which
can still be spread without a mask,”
according to CNN's Leana Wen (December 14, 2020).
Seventy percent of the American
population, or 230 million Americans,
will need to be vaccinated before there
is actual true herd immunity. Since the
vaccine requires two doses, there will
be some who forget to obtain their
second dose, and some who opt out of
the vaccination. The virus is not going
away.
COVID-19, along with the vaccine, is

News					

a fluid situation with changes happening daily. New information seems to
come out every day, so it is important
to stay vigilant and safe during this
time.
There is promise, though, as the
impressive speed at which the vaccine
was created means there are only
positives for the future. If all Americans
know the importance of taking the
vaccine and receiving it when it is their
rightful time, we can finally return to
normal life.
“...there needs to be a public education campaign to help educate the
importance of vaccines. If all Americans
stay vigilant, social distancing, continue to wear their masks, and receive
the vaccine, we can see life returning
to normal as soon as the summer,”
stated CNN's Leana Wen (December
14, 2020).
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Social media and stress two causes of depression and suicide

Mental health awareness essential
By Hayden Price

H

Hayden Price (12), Editor-in-Chief, The Lance
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Letter(s) to the Editor
Letter to the Editor:
WOW, what a great issue of the LANCE.
I thought the journalism did a great job of
writing stories. I loved Mr. Payton Gangwish’s article. I think the journalism department has some future journalists in their
midst. I will say that I would enjoy a couple
of articles voicing criticisms or opinions
about certain topics. Every good newspaper
needs a scathing article or two.
-Brayton J, LANCE enthusiast

ave you ever seen the sign that says:
“Be kind to others - you never know
what the other person is going through”?
The COVID-19 pandemic has altered
many aspects of our lives. One less publicized impact is the increase in depression,
anxiety, and suicide. These increasing rates
are especially prominent among teenagers.
There are hundreds, if not thousands,
of people struggling with depression in
our community, schools, and households.
I’ve talked with many people struggling
with depression. They all emphasize the
importance of understanding that depression is darker than sadness, and note that
it’s difficult to talk about because of the
way society views depression.
The societal stigmatization we have towards depression and poor mental health,
in general, is detrimental. Depression is
like a nagging pain; it never goes away.
Furthermore, it can often be genetically
handed down and hard for individuals to
fully explain. It is not easy to spot those
who are suffering. Many people hide their
pain so well. That is why it is crucial to
treat everyone with love and kindness.
It’s impossible to know what everyone is
going through at a given time.
Depression and suicide were significant
problems before the pandemic. In fact,
the CDC reported that during 2018, the
second leading cause of death for individuals between the ages of 10-34 was suicide.
Overall for all age groups, suicide is the
tenth leading cause of death. The disproportionate number of suicides amongst
younger age groups is caused by many
factors.
One cause of high-suicide rates among
teens is the prominence of social media
in our culture. Many teens access social
media and these outlets alter how they
view and value themselves. According
to WORLD, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration
published a report which found between
the years 2009-2019, the rate of depression in teenage females doubled, and the
rate of depression in males ranging from
ages 12 to 17 during the same ten years
increased by 74 percent. During these ten
years, social media boomed. Social media
is widespread and distorts how we live.
The Pew Research Center reported that
95 percent of teens now have access to a
smartphone, and 45 percent of teens are
online almost constantly.
Through social media, we are exposed
to the best aspects of people’s lives; social

3									

media shows what is great about everyone’s life, but not the actual realities of
life. Add to this the pressures surrounding
teens’ stressful days and lack of valuable
sleep, and it is easy to see how our society
has created millions of ticking time bombs.
We should understand that social media is
not how we should determine self-worth.
Beyond social media, school stress also
leads to high suicide and depression rates.
In a survey conducted by The Princeton
Review, over 50 percent of the participants, who were students, reported feeling
stressed. Twenty-five percent of the survey
respondents shared that the main source
of their stress was homework. Respondents also reported that they spend
about one-third of their study time feeling
stressed, anxious, or confused. Beyond
the rigor that school requires of students,
many students have extracurricular activities that cause anxiety.
Seniors, are now starting to apply for
colleges and have to deal with further
stressful processes such as standardized
tests, scholarships, and college essays and
applications. It’s hard to remember that
even if things seem terrible, there is always
time to relax and remember that it is
okay not to understand something or to
be stressed. The importance of communication can not be emphasized enough.
What students need is to be encouraged
to share their concerns without feeling
embarrassed or inferior.
On top of these two stress-inducing
factors students deal with, teens were hit
hard with the isolation and despair that
was brought on by the pandemic. School
closures led to social isolation, which
negatively impacted millions of students.
An NPR article shared that the CDC surveyed Americans on their mental health at
the end of June. The survey yielded that 25
percent of respondents between the ages
of 18 to 24 had “seriously considered”
suicide. Suicide is a product of depression,
which many surveys and studies have
proven is becoming a new normal for
humans.
In China, where the virus originated,
multiple surveys were conducted with
student respondents. Psychiatric Times
shared that in a survey with 8,079 junior
and senior high school students in China,
43.7 percent exhibited depressive symptoms, and 37.4 percent displayed anxiety
symptoms. The isolation of the pandemic
has shocked many; the importance of
relationships has been highlighted during
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this time.
It is important we remember that
treating others with love and reaching out
to others could prove vital to a person’s
well-being.
Beyond social media awareness and social outreach, what can be done to ensure
our safety? One way that suicide rates can
be drastically lowered is by proper precautions taken in the houses where guns
are stored. If an individual is suicidal, the
presence of guns in a household can prove
lethal. The aforementioned NPR article
shared that CDC data shows that from
2008 to 2018, the rate of suicide by gun
among 10 to 14-year-olds has increased by
214 percent.
The importance of proper gun security
is paramount. NPR further shares that
suicide attempts not involving guns fail
94 percent of the time. After these failed
attempts, most people do not attempt suicide again. This statistic starkly contrasts
the fatality rate for suicide attempts with
a gun. Ninety percent of suicide attempts
with guns are successful. The problem is
that guns are becoming more widespread.
I understand that we have the right to
bear arms - the problem is certain gun
owners are not properly educated about
the risks of improperly storing guns.
With an ever-changing world, we must
adapt to protect ourselves and our loved
ones as much as possible. One great way
schools can do this is by partnering with
non-profits in their communities. Mentorship programs can work wonders to boost
the esteem of vulnerable populations.
Our politicians know that the declining
health of students is concerning. President
Trump’s Secretary of Education Betsy
DeVos took action last year. The U.S. Department of Education website described
that in October 2019, $11 million went to
schools in 27 states to support partnerships to train and deploy mental-health
professionals at schools. $11 million does
not go nearly as far as one might think, but
it is a step in the right direction.
Ultimately, nothing is more valuable
than human life. Our government has
to ensure that mental health issues are
addressed adequately through initiatives
deployed throughout school districts in
America. The government is always slow
to act. Therefore, we must ensure we do
our part. Simple kindness and communication can go a long way to alter the
prevalence of suicide and depression.
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Data privacy in Europe more secure
GDPR allows user information to remain private
By Angela Messere

T

he protection of individual
data privacy varies greatly
across the world and affects the
lives of virtually every person.
From state-controlled media to
private interest firms that mine
for personal information, the
world of internet privacy is varied and disputed in many countries. In addition, the Chinese
government is heavily submerged
in the day-to-day internet transactions and controls much of the
content and scope for its citizens
to access.
In the United States, many
websites have their privacy policy
delineated in the legal disclaimers
of the website itself. The user
must agree to the terms and
conditions before accessing the
site. The terms and conditions
outline the terms of use and how
much personal data is collected with each transaction. Many
companies do not allow much
variation with their acceptance

of the terms of use, and this is
to say that the user must accept
that the website will use some or
all of their personal information
in exchange for access.
In a distinctively different
approach, the European Union
has adopted a policy where
the private individual has more
control over his or her internet presence and privacy. One
distinctive difference is that an
individual in Europe has the right
to remain completely private
with their information and internet transactions. This individual
can approach the European legal
system and ask that internet
search providers effectively scrub
their personal data and internet
presence from the websites
that they access. This policy,
called General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR), also ensures
complete transparency to the
user of what data the company
collects, such as names, address-

Christmas plans
remain local

I

By Payton Gangwish

n a year of unpredictability,
Christmas offers a feeling of
hope. Due to COVID-19, some
family members haven’t seen
each other for over a year and
couldn’t make trips to a family
Christmas dinner, or unwrap
presents from loved ones.
With ample time to plan, the
Koralewski household had their
holiday plans laid out.
“We’re just gonna stay home
and just stick around the house,”
Kori Koralewski stated. The
Koralewski’s planned to make the
most out of their time at home.
“We will spend time playing
games, hanging out, and praying,”
K. Koralewski stated. This is different than their normal plans.
“We would normally invite
friends over or have dinner with
somebody; my brother who lives
in town, and we may still see my
brother, but we probably won’t
have as big as a gathering this
year,” said K. Koralewski.
A perfect example of family
separation during the holiday
season would be on science
teacher Jennifer Koralewski’s side
of her family.
“Well, my mom’s not coming,
and the Knights of Columbus
dinner, which is usually on Christmas Eve, has changed,” noted J.
Koralewski.

Even with limitations on
gatherings, there are still plenty
of things people can do to pass
the time. One example would be
helping those who need clothes,
food and money.
“I hear that they’ll still be
feeding the homeless and those
of need at the Cathedral. …So
they may possibly be delivering
meals and distributing the meals.
So that’s one thing that will be
changing this year - mass time
will probably change this year.
We’re not sure what time the
masses will be. We’ll go in the
evening when we would usually
be going that night,” K. Koralewski added.
Some people may ponder
about what they would do this
year if COVID-19 never happened, and the Koralewskis had
a plan in place before the world
stopped on March 13, 2020.
“We had planned a Christmas party with the Spiritual
Sons [Brayton Johnson (11), Joey
Koralewski (11), Isaac Herbek
(11), Marcus Lowry (11), Gage
Steinke (11), Jared Palik (11), Alex
King (11), Creighton Mehring
(11), and Payton Gangwish (11)]
and friends over for a gathering, and I probably would have
gotten more presents,” added K.
Koralewski.

es, and other personal data, when
accessing websites.
Johannes Robbins, a Grand
Island Central Catholic (GICC)
alumni, currently lives in Berlin, Germany, and is a software
game developer. His profession
requires him to be well versed in
the fields of computer data, and
he has a long history of activism
around the concerns of data
privacy both in Germany and the
United States.
“As a resident of Berlin for
the past year, I have been directly
impacted by the GDPR and how
my internet privacy has been
changed in my day-to-day life. As
a software developer, I access
the internet very frequently and
use many different applications
to achieve my work goals. Since
I have moved [to Germany], I
have not had to enter any of
my private personal data into
websites and applications, which I
value greatly because of my large
presence on the internet,” stated
Robbins.

Robbins also shared his belief
in the dangers of sharing personal information online and how
many people are unaware of the
unforeseen consequences of data
mining.
“I am very fortunate to have
moved to Berlin when I did,
because data mining has been at
a high recently. Many people are
not fully aware of the dangers
of companies mining your data,
and it’s not just to have a better
algorithm for your advertisements…” stated Robbins.
Robbins also participated in
the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF), a non-profit organization defending digital privacy
and free speech on the internet.
Robbins was a member of this
organization in San Francisco
and met up with fellow digital
developers to promote internet
civil liberties, as well as how to
discuss activism to spread the
word to others.
Similarly, Brandon Floodman,
GICC Information Technolo-

gy representative from COR
Managed Services, expressed
his concern for individuals who
are not fully concerned with the
effects of data mining.
“I feel some of this is to do
with lack of awareness. There
are groups, people, companies,
etc. that are becoming more and
more active in trying to get this
info out there. There is a recent
documentary on Netflix I would
use as an example called The
Social Dilemma,” stated Floodman.
As internet privacy policies
continue to vary across the
world, many argue the positives
and negatives of each side. In the
age of technology and social media, data privacy is a worldwide
concern, and it is likely that there
is no perfect solution to the
problem. However, it is imperative that awareness be spread
about data mining and sharing
to those who do not know the
dangers that could ensue if their
data got into the wrong hands.

Staff Review

Worms, Nebraska light
show outshines local
neighborhoods

C

hristmas is a time for presents, gathering with
family and friends, and decorating the Christmas tree. Christ’s birth is, of course, the most
important aspect. All too often, though, arguably
the second most important aspect of Christmas is
overlooked: Christmas lights! The Lance staff did
not overlook the importance of lights this season
and instead took a trip around the surrounding
area surveying the lights that illuminate the night
sky. The staff took trips to three places, which
included the Worms Christmas Light Show, the
neighborhoods of Riverside, and the Brentwood
neighborhood lights. We ranked the lights based
on color, brightness, theme, and entertainment
value to determine which area had the best
Christmas lights.
The Worms Christmas Light Show was hyped
up to be a great experience, and it thoroughly
lived up to the expectations. Worms Christmas
Light Show exuberated a lot of swag with its 3-D
lights that pop out at drivers. The best of these
lights was the flying Santa Claus, which rotated
around in a circle while illuminating red lights.
Based on the color, the show was stellar. Bright
Christmas colors changed from yellow to green,
to red, to brown. The lights were crisp, with some
lights holding their shine consistently while others
flashed, and some were computerized to the beat
of Christmas music played on the radio. When the
staff visited the drive-through show around 7:45
p.m. on a clear night, the lights encapsulated nearly
every Christmas story told. The short exhibit
showcased all the best parts of Christmas, such as
the music, Santa, bells, and reindeer. As newfound
Christmas light critics, the staff was excited to
see the range of lights and displays at our favorite Worms farm. The theme seemed to be rural
Christmas, and the presence of farm machinery
showed an authentic Nebraska light show.
As exciting as the lights were, what took the
display to the next level was the radio station that
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coordinated with the lights. The intense bass drops
the staff experienced were accompanied by the
flashing of large screens with festive colors. Christmas classics such as “Jingle Bell Rock,” “I Heard the
Bells on Christmas Day," and “Light of Christmas.”
filled the stereo system of the cars that followed
the trail of lights. Some of the coolest light displays
coordinated with the songs. Members of the staff
shimmied in their seats while these holiday classics
played.
Overall we give it 8.6/10. With its great colors,
tunes, tractors, and a drop-off box for Santa letters,
the whole set blew us away.
The two neighborhoods lacked the spirit that
the Worms Light Show possessed. Riverside, in particular, was lackluster. The exception was the home
of John Partington (12), whose multiple-colored
display surprised and excited the staff. Partington’s house lit up an otherwise dim section of the
neighborhood. Although there was no accompanying music, our hearts were still filled with a sense
of Christmas spirit as we drove past the Partington
household. The Partington house’s overall colors
tended to be yellow, with a few multi-colored displays sporadically located.
Unfortunately, the Christmas spirit was lacking
in other neighborhoods because some houses had
no displays. The houses that did have displays tended to have a nice eye-popping brightness to them,
but because displays varied from house-to-house,
the only actual theme was light as a symbol of the
excitement this season brings. Riverside and Brentwood were typical neighborhood displays with flare
every once in a while, so they scored 6.2/10 for the
lack of compulsory light displaying.
As we traveled through neighborhoods viewing
these Christmas lights, it reminded us of the true
reason for the season. As David A. Bednar once
famously uttered, “May the beautiful lights of every
Christmas season remind us of Him who is the
source of all light.”
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Hehnke essential counselor at GICC;
life-long servant of greater Nebraska

By Hayden Price

M

any new innovative policies
have been implemented at
Grand Island Central Catholic
(GICC) over the past several
years: the way classes are scheduled, more electives available,
more materials present such as
improved technology, and improvements in the way students
with special needs are addressed.
The school has transformed dramatically in a positive direction.
Dr. Julie Hehnke, who has
been at GICC for four years, has
been essential to the school’s
transformation. Hehnke brings to
GICC a plethora of experience
and knowledge. When she came
to the school in 2017, she had
been in education since 1984; but
Hehnke had not always been in
education. She, at one point, ran
a concession stand before getting
into teaching.
“At 19, my dad said to me,
‘yeah, I know you never go to
class.You’re just floundering. So
I bought you a business.’ So I
owned a concession stand at 19. I
had 38 employees,” said Hehnke.
Hehnke gained an entrepreneurial spirit from her time
running the concession stand, but
ultimately she knew she did not
want to be in the food industry
her whole life. She went back
to college and worked her way
into the education field. Hehnke’s roles at various Nebraska schools have ranged from
substitute teaching to running a
high ability education program at
Grand Island Senior High (GISH).
After retiring from GISH,
Hehnke thought she was retired
for good, but she was coerced
into coming to GICC, a school
where she had taught from 19851989. Hehnke was concerned she
did not have the proper skill set
to be a school counselor; however, she caught on quickly.
Hehnke is the type of person
who loves education. It’s in her
blood. Both her father and one
of her sisters were also teachers.
Hehnke has several degrees. Her
most advanced degree is her dual
doctorate in curriculum instruction and education administration. To become a better counselor, she just recently received her
counseling degree.
“I never meant to get these
degrees,” insists Hehnke.
Her degrees have simply
been acquired over the years to
make her a better educator. With
her many degrees and years
of experience, she has proven
valuable to GICC. She dedicates
countless hours to the school.
The summers are especially crazy
for Hehnke.
“[During] Summer breaks, it’s
hundreds of hours because of
scheduling,” said Hehnke of her
summer workload.
During the school year, she
is busy, especially with seniors.
Hehnke has to fill out sections

serving, she has more time to
focus on family, fun, and work.
Her work is still not just exclusive to GICC. Hehnke uses the
entrepreneurial spirit her father
fostered in her to run a business.
“I’m the owner for the Hall
County Dairy Queen franchise,”
said Hehnke.
Between Dairy Queen and
GICC, Hehnke is busy, but she
enjoys retreating to her newly
refurbished home in Arizona and
working in solitude when things
get stressful. Despite the stress,
Hehnke has immensely enjoyed
GICC. She has taught at a school
where the graduating class was
only four kids and a school
where the graduating class was
700 kids, but she has enjoyed the
small-feel GICC offers.
“I like the size. I loved teaching in small schools because you
have that real sense of community,” shared Hehnke.
Community is essential to
Hehnke, which is evident in the
daily traffic through her office.
She has many kids who go to her
office every day and talk with
her. Hehnke has become a great
source of support and knowledge
to students at the school, and
students are comfortable talking
to her, and many students seek
her out for help.
“People are paying for their
kids to go here, so it gives a little
bit more purpose. So I like that
because, for the most part, if you
tell kids ‘this will benefit you, it
will help you’ they’re more willing
to jump on it and do it and take
advantage of some opportunities,” stated Hehnke.
Hehnke uses her extensive

on common applications and
sections on many scholarships.
She is also a great help to seniors
in their search for colleges and
financing their higher education
aspirations. Like all teachers, the
school day often gets busy, and
Hehnke frequently has to take
her work home.
“It’s a couple hours outside
of school every day,” described
Hehnke.
Surprisingly enough, Hehnke
also had another important role
she filled for the last eight years.
Hehnke just finished her second
term as a city councilwoman
for ward three. Initially, she
was urged to run by a former
colleague. Hehnke felt she had
something to offer to the city of
Grand Island.
“I’ve lived here all my life…
it’d be good to feel like you could
make a couple changes. Or figure
out how things really work,”
added Hehnke.
Hehnke, for her first term,
ran against five others in a
contentious primary. Ultimately
she, along with the incumbent,

1984 subbed at GIPS
1984-1985 Bladen and Guiderock teacher
1985-1989 worked in the GICC library and taught
7th and 8th-grade research skills
1989-1994 media specialist at Shelton
1994-2006 Barr Middle School librarian, tech
specialist, developed a gifted program for middle
schools, and was head of the media specialist program
2004-2009 taught at UNK
2006-2017 was in charge of the Media Center and
Technology at GISH as well as running HAL program and the Education Quest Grant, counselor at
GISH
2017-present counselor at GICC
prevailed. Hehnke was able
to unseat the incumbent and
represent her ward. Four years
later, she ran unopposed. She
enjoyed learning how the city
operates from an inside perspective.
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“I think just understanding
why things are done, and then
are they things we can change or
are they things that we can live
with,” said Hehnke about what
she learned as a councilwoman.
Now that she has finished
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“I like the size. I
loved teaching in
small schools, because you have
that real sense
of community.”
-Julie Hehnke
life experiences to guide students
in a positive direction. She can
help with issues ranging from
family trouble to scholarship
essays. One way Hehnke loves
guiding students is by faith. She
feels comfortable talking about
God at school.
“You get that opportunity to
put some things back on kids
about faith and values, and I think
that’s huge,” shared Hehnke.
Hehnke’s drive, intelligence,
and creativity have impacted
GICC in multiple ways. Arguably
more important, she has influenced thousands of students
throughout the years. GICC is
lucky to have a counselor who
cares and dedicates so much to
her students.
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Boys basketball remain undefeated
Win readies team for next game
By Angela Messere

O

n Friday, December 11, 2020, the
Grand Island Central Catholic
(GICC) varsity boys basketball team
cruised to victory over Columbus Scotus
with a score of 61-50. This victory was
the Crusader's third consecutive win this
season.
Standouts from the game include
Marcus Lowry (11), who scored 23 points,
Russ Martinez (12), with 11 points and
four assists, and Dei Jengmer, who scored
nine points.
Despite the team's win, head coach
Tino Martinez was not fully impressed
with the team's efforts.
“I didn't think we put forth our best
effort tonight. I thought Columbus Scotus
was very well prepared and very wellcoached. They did a lot of things good,
and we didn't do very much good," stated
Martinez.
One area that the team has to improve on, according to Martinez, is their
defense.
“Defensively, we have a long way to
go before we are any good, but we are
going to work at it every day until we get
there," said Martinez.
Despite this, Isaac Herbek (11) was
proud of his teammates' offensive games
that helped secure their victory.
“Marcus [Lowry] had a great game
shooting from the corner... and Russ [Martinez] shot pretty well too. Dei [Jengmer]
dominated inside...” stated Herbek.
When asked about COVID-19 precautions and the effects it had on the team,
Martinez was fortunate to report no

major issues in practice or play.
“For us, it hasn't really affected much. I
know statewide it's a week-to-week deal,
and it throws a lot of obstacles for teams
to have to work around, so hopefully, we
can continue to navigate that in a safe
manner. It's going to affect everybody at
some point, so hopefully, we can do our
best to stay healthy," stated Martinez.
The Crusaders hope to improve on

The Lance

Dei Jengmer (12) and Koby Bales (12) work on their defensive moves
against the Norfolk Catholic Knights on Saturday, December 5, 2020, in
the Five Points Bank Gym.

“Defensively, we have
a long way to go before we are any good,
but we are going to
work at it every day
until we get there.”
-Tino Martinez
a few more aspects of their game before
taking on the court again. Coach Martinez is focusing on some weak areas, such
as the team's defense.
“A lot of things. Guarding the ball,
off the ball urgency is not good... things
like that we got to clean up and that we
know we are capable of doing well at,"
shared Martinez.
The team's next game will be against
Northwest on Tuesday, January 5, 2021 in
the Five Points Gym at GICC.

Girls Basketball off to good start;
defeat Columbus Scotus in hard-fought game
By Koby Bales

G

rand Island Central Catholic (GICC)
girls basketball team came out victorious over the Columbus Scotus Shamrocks
58-43 in a hard-fought contest on December 12, 2020, in the Five Points Gym at
GICC.
The Class C-1 number-nine rated
Crusaders started the game hot off of
the initial tip. Lucy Ghaifan (10) began by
scoring an and-one bucket off of a swift
post-move. Rylie Rice (11), on the following two possessions, hit back-to-back
three-pointers, one being from beyond
the college three-point line. Another Rice
bucket would give the Crusaders an early
11-2 lead in the first quarter.
The Shamrocks responded well and
went on a 17-0 run, which gave them a 1911 advantage. During that run, GICC had
15 turnovers while also getting deep into
foul trouble. GICC was able to compose
themselves at the end of the half and go
into the locker room down only three
points, 22-19.
GICC found their footing in the second half in part thanks to Jenna Heidelk
(11). Heidelk came on strong and hit two
crucial three-point field goals in the third
to help the Crusaders regain the lead.
From there, GICC was able to play their
style of basketball, a game that consisted
of high-low post scoring or inside out
rhythm threes. Heidelk iced the game in
the fourth quarter, nailing eight straight
free throws giving the Crusaders the win
over a scrappy Scotus team.
“We had a couple of guards who really
stepped up in the second half. It was great

to get a good team win over a scrappy
team,” Grace Herbek (12) said about the
win over Columbus Scotus.
GICC was led by Heidelk, who scored
a game-high 19 points. Fellow junior teammate Rice chipped in a solid 18 point performance, and Ghaifan scored nine points
while also pulling down six rebounds.
Ghaifan, sister of former All-State
player Youhanna Ghaifan, has seen vast
improvements in her game early on in the
season. She improved her scoring from
last year by averaging 9.7 points per game
through the first four games this year.
Not only has offensive productivity risen,
but also her defense has improved, as she
averaged 5.3 rebounds, two steals, and a
block per game. Ghaifan wasn’t sure if she
wanted to play ball earlier this year, but
the Crusaders are happy with her decision
to return to the court.
“She plays a lot better when she has
confidence, and right now, she has a lot of
confidence. She’s having fun while playing,
and it’s fun to watch,” Raegan Gellatly (12)
said about the improvements of Ghaifan.
With this win, GICC looks to keep
improving and competing. Having a tough
schedule and being a part of the always
competitive Centennial Conference, it was
a good experience for the Crusaders to
have a competitive game like this early in
the season.
“It was a great team-builder. It’s great
to get wins together,” Gellatly commented
on how this game will help GICC down
the line.
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Alexis Mudloff (12) powers down the Five Points Bank Gym’s floor at
GICC on December 5, 2020, in a game against Norfolk Catholic.
Sports					
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The Lance
Hunter Borges (9) practices moves
against Connor Johnson (9) during
practice at GICC on Tuesday, December 16, 2020.

Young wrestling team adapts
to changes at Wood River meet
By Hayden Price

O

n Friday, December 11, 2020, the
Crusader boys wrestling team competed at Wood River High School. Jackson
Farias (12) went 1-2 for the day, Sam
Mueller (9) went 3-2, Connor Johnson
(9) went 0-2, and Hunter Borges (9) went
0-2. Mueller placed fifth overall in the 132
weight class.
The Wood River meet was the second
wrestling meet of the season and was
held the day after a triangular at Kearney Catholic High School. The meet was
competitive, with many of the area’s best
schools attending.
“David City Aquinas was there, Ord,
who was state runner-up last year, was
there, and there were some other tough

teams there,” said Head Coach Zach
Schroder.
Despite the competition, Farias
thought the team performed well. The
team is young, and although many of the
freshmen wrestled in middle school, Farias
said there is a big difference between middle school and high school wrestling.
“Seeing some of the freshmen get their
first wins of the season; they’ve all been
working hard, they wrestled in middle
school, but high school is a lot different…
It was nice to see them get some experience, get some wins,” said Farias about the
highlights of the meet.
The meet was a learning experience
for the freshmen. Between COVID-19

adaptations and the thrill of a high school
meet, the freshmen athletes used their
practices to guide them through the competition.
“It was a lot different. With Corona going on, you have your own room that you
go to. You just sit in there with your team,

“This year was better than... years past...
we were ready this
year...”
-Jackson Farias (12)

and when you’re up you just go out there,”
said Mueller of how the meet was run.
Along with the freshman, Farias had a
solid win and two tough matches. Farias’s
goal was to place at the meet. He was one
match victory away from placing in the
106 weight class.
“Jackson Farias had a good day. Lost a
tough match in the match before being a
medalist,” said Schroder.
Overall, Farias felt the team could
continue to build upon the performance
at Wood River. Having participated in the
wrestling program for the past four years,
he was happy with how prepared his new
teammates were.
“This year was better than in years
past. I felt like we were ready this year, for
it being one of the first meets,” shared
Farias.
The athletes were especially focused
on technique but also confidence. The underclassmen athletes wrestle competitors
who, at times, have years of high school
experience, which can be daunting.
“I just think we need to stay in a good
position because a lot of those guys have
more years on me, so they know what
they are doing more,” said Mueller.
The team is focused on improvement
for their next meet. The team competes
next at Centura on January 5, 2021.
The physicality needed with wrestling
was present at Wood River. The team is
focused on continuing to develop their
technique for the upcoming meet.
“I think we’re aggressive enough, and
we’re physical enough. We just have to
learn the right technique,” concluded
Farias.

Swimmers perform well at dual
By Angela Messere

T

he Grand Island Central Catholic
(GICC) swimmers placed well at the
Grand Island Norfolk Dual on Wednesday,
December 15, 2020.
Star finishes of the night included
Jonathan Novinski’s (12) first-place finish
in the 100 freestyle with a time of 55.13,
as well as another win in the 100 breaststroke, with a time of 1:09.04. Michael
Sambula-Monzalvo (10) also performed
well, with a second-place finish in the 200
freestyle, clocking in at 2:08.70, as well as
an impressive victory in the 400 freestyle
with a time of 4:32.52.
Head Coach Brian Jensen was impressed with his boys’ performances and
was quick to compliment their skills.
“Well, we were getting a lot out of
them, especially Jonathan [Novinski]. He’s
our top dog right now. With Michael, we
expect a lot out of him, and we’re getting
a lot out of him,” said Jensen.
Kate Novinski (9) also finished well,
with a second-place finish in the 100 free-

“I was happy [with
my times] because I
know what to expect.
It was a good way to
test how good I am at
the events I play in.”
-Zach Cloud (12)
style with a time of 1:03.22. K. Novinski
also cruised to victory in the 200 IM, with

Jonathan Schardt (11) swims at the intra-squad meet at the Grand Island YMCA on Wednesday, December 15,
2020.
a time of 2:38.32.
Jensen was also extremely happy with
K. Novinski’s times and feels fortunate to
have her on the team.
“On the girl’s side, Kate [Novinski] has
been phenomenal for us. She has been
by far the supernova on the girls’ side,”
stated Jensen.
Other notable finishes include Jonathan Schardt (11), who placed fourth in
the 200 freestyle with a time of 2:55.38,
and fourth in the 400 freestyle with a time
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of 6:21.20. Zach Cloud (12) also finished
fifth in the 50 freestyle, timing in at 35:43,
and fifth in the 400 freestyle, with a time
of 6:36.84. Both athletes are competing in
their first-ever swim season.
Cloud was quick to express his
approval of his finishes at the meet; this
meet was Cloud’s third meet he had competed in so far.
“I was happy [with my times] because
I know what to expect. It was a good way
to test how good I am at the events I play
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in,” stated Cloud.
Jensen’s main goal for the next event
was to work on his athlete’s turns.
“[I would like to improve our] turns.
We’ve been doing a lot more turns during
morning practice, and it is helping.You
have to get into their minds that turns are
important, and you have to work on those
daily,” stated Jensen.
The team’s next meet is scheduled for
January 9, 2021, at Kearney at 8:30 a.m. for
the Kearney Invite.
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