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uring a school sporting
event, many students
can be seen cheering on
their peers as they lead their team
to victory. However, nestled high
above the bleachers on the wrestling deck sits a student talking
intently into his headset, eyes on
every play. Jackson Henry (12) is
the head commentator of Grand
Island Central Catholic’s (GICC)
Striv program, a streaming service
that allows school’s to stream
activities.
Henry’s interest in Striv and
commentating was piqued in an
interesting way. During his sophomore year, an injury prevented him
from competing in basketball, so
he turned to commentating.
“When I broke my hand,I
figured I’d stop playing basketball.
Mr. Smith approached me about
doing Striv and then after the first
two games I started really liking it
and continued from there,” stated
Henry.
Although Henry has commentated many games in his career, a
few have stuck out as his all-time
favorites.
“Definitely the Northwest
volleyball and basketball games
that we’ve had over the years.
Those are really fun to watch and
commentate,” stated Henry.
Throughout his years of
commentating, Henry believes
that his skills will be beneficial in
his future endeavors as he plans to

major in business communications
in college.
“I’m going into business
communications and I hope to be
a public speaker or a pitch thrower
for companies and be able to use
that speech strength to my ability,”
said Henry.
Coleen Childers, assistant coach
of the Striv program, is extremely
happy with Henry’s contribution
during his career.
“I’ve loved watching his
improvement over the last couple
years in his announcing during
Striv. He’s learned new sports lingo and he’s just taken it so much
more seriously this year.
I must say listening to him commentate
at the
state
tournament was so much fun…
he did such a super job,” stated
Childers.
Even though Henry will soon
be attending college, he believes
that his Striv career is not over and
hopes to announce at his future
childrens’ games.
“I truly enjoy my position…
and hopefully one day
I can commentate on
my kids’ high
school sporting
games,” stated
Henry.
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I

t’s that time again … the time when student athletes across the country anxiously
await college acceptance letters, athletic and
academic scholarships, and offers from coaches.
Unfortunately, the reality is that these offers
could be the determining factor for whether or
not student athletes continue their education.
Athletes who can play at the Division I
(D1) and Division II (D2) levels can receive
hefty scholarships that pay their tuition, room
and board- sometimes not personally paying
for their education. However, some athletes are
not so lucky. According to the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), Division
III (D3) student athletes are not awarded athletic-based scholarships of any sort. Students
who choose to attend D3 schools can only
receive academic based aid. Many D3 colleges
are private and can cost more to attend a public
D1 or D2 school. In Nebraska, only one D3
school is a public school, Peru State College
Athletes who qualify, and choose to play
at the collegiate level, should be able to receive
scholarships for their athletic participation at a
school regardless of the school’s division
According to USA TODAY High School
Sports, the NCAA prohibits the doling out of
athletic scholarships due to the flexibility of
D3 programs in ways that D1 and D2 schools
do not offer. The NCAA believes that D3
schools provide athletes more time to focus on
academics and other school commitments and
less time towards athletics than D1 and D2
schools.
Let’s be real - if a student chooses to
further their education and play college-level
athletics, the student already has proven that
the sport is a priority. As a student athlete
myself, I believe it is unfair to withdraw athletic
scholarships to D3 athletes because the NCAA
believes the D3 program allows for less time
for participation.
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The investment of each athlete depends on
their commitment to the sport, and some D3
athletes are just as, if not more, involved in
their sport as D1 and D2 student athletes. It
is abhorrent to believe that a specific division
separates athletes from scholarship opportunities, as most athletes who wish to play during
college have certainly dedicated plenty of
time, money, and effort to become successful
athletes. For example, I am thinking about
playing golf at a D3 school because the coach
is amazing, yet they offer no athletic support.
But, if I chose to play at a D2 school I could
receive a small amount for an athletic scholarship. In my mind, this poses a question: Do I
choose based on financial support or quality of
the athletic program?
In addition to an athlete’s athletic abilities,
a student athlete is a student first and foremost. Although D3 schools present plenty of
opportunities for academic and merit based
scholarships, some student athletes may not
qualify for the academic scholarship but would
benefit from a D3 education. Most well-paying
academic scholarships require high GPAs or an

optional high ACT score. As athletes narrow
their college search, they may be turned away
from the school of their choice because of
their inability to receive academic scholarships.
As the signing day approaches for many
athletes, remember that those who choose to
attend a D3 college will not receive athletic
financial aid despite the various talents they
possess. They still have to pay upwards of
$40,000 per year to attend a D3 school!
This is a disappointing reality many students
have to face. Some students may end up not
attending college at all because they were not
offered D1 or D2 athletic scholarships to
lessen the financial burden. This disadvantage
is devastating and can limit the possibilities of
countless student athletes.
In order to have fair opportunities for all
student athletes who have reached the competitive collegiate level, scholarships should
be offered regardless of the division of the
college. All athletes share the same idea: to be
the best player, student, and teammate they
can possibly be. Let D3 colleges offer athletic
scholarships!
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Feature
The Curious Crusader

Q: Why are hoodies not
allowed to be worn in
school?
Joey Koralewski

Q: Why are there desks
underneath the school (in
the tunnels)?
Gracie Woods

A: “Hoodies are not allowed in
school because covering your head
indoors is rude and there is no
reason that kids can’t just wear a
sweatshirt that doesn’t have a hood
on it. The second reason is kids
who wear hoodies typically have
their ears covered and then they
have headphones in and that’s been
a problem in the past so we just
don’t do it, said Principal Jordan
Engle

A: “The desks in the tunnels were
probably put there for storage as
the school was very limited on
space during its first 50 years.
There are old photographs of
desks piled up in the old gym balcony as well. That balcony used
to have 10 rows of seating (now
3 or 4) and the excess desks were
placed in those upper rows.
A public service announcement:
No personnel should be in the
tunnels unless authorized by our
Maintenance Department,” said
Building Supervisor and Financial
Director Mike Rohweder.

Q: Why is the school mas- Q: Why is the school so
cold?
cot a crusader?
More students than we
Journalism Staff
can list want to know!
A: “The Crusader mascot is a
representation of the Crusades
that took place chiefly in the 11th,
12th and 13th centuries. The
Crusaders fought religious wars to
protect and promote Christianity
in the Holy Land and other areas
in Asia and Europe.
Maybe the Crusader was chosen for GICC to show we have to
keep fighting the good fight - to
stay in the Light of Christ. The
fighting doesn’t have to be the
way it was done centuries ago, but
rather through vigilant prayer and
devotion to Jesus,” said Building
Supervisor and Financial Director
Mike Rohweder.

121 Kaufman Ave Grand Island, Neb
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A: “The school was cold due to a
pump in the boiler room that malfunctioned. It is being repaired,”
said Building Supervisor and Financial Director Mike Rohweder.

JUNIORS/SENIORS!
The next ACT Test Date
is fast approaching:

Dec. 11, 2021

Late registration for the
test is:

Nov. 19, 2021

907 W Oklahoma
Grand Island, NE
308-384-2881
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Ostdiek carefully manages students,
teachers, and administrators
by Jonathan Schardt

T

hroughout the day at
Grand Island Central
Catholic (GICC) many
jobs are necessary in order for
the school to run successfully.
Secretary Amy Ostdiek is just the
person for any of the jobs.
Ostdiek has served as secretary
for the past nine years. Throughout her time at GICC, she has
assisted over 2,000 of students.
Every day, she enjoys coming to
the school to carry out her duties.
“I love seeing all the kids’ faces
every day, and I love helping them
whenever they need something,”
Ostdiek stated.
During each day at the school,
she handles many tough jobs
including organizing the office
and making sure that the administrative duties run smoothly. She is also the first line of
communication for parents and
students. This job ensures that
other administrators can focus on
their daily activities. Superintendent Jordan Engle appreciates her
dependability.
“I have never once had to ask
her to do anything. She is ahead
of me on everything and is always
prepared to do anything that it
takes to make the school be suc-
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“I believe that Amy is extremely helpful to the students and she
helps me whenever I need help”
- Ember Kleint

Amy Ostdiek, in her ninth year at Grand Island Central Catholic, is the school secretary. Ostdiek serves as Administrative Secretary, but also performs numerous tasks
for students, parents, and teachers alike. photo by B. Yager-Wach

cessful,” commented Engle.
Ostdiek decided to work at the
school for a variety of reasons.
“One of the reasons I came to
work at GICC was because my
children went there,” commented
Ostdiek.
Both of her children attended
GICC but she loved her job so
much that she decided to keep
working for the school after her

children graduated.
Numerous students, including
Ember Kleint, believe that Ostdiek
has been a tremendous blessing to
the school.
“She helps every day by serving
all the families and the students
throughout the year,” commented
Kleint.
The student body can attest
that Ostdiek knows what is going
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“My favorite memory with Amy
was three years ago when she took
a phone call for a reference check.
She had to give the initial of her last
name and she said zero instead of O”
- Principal Engle

on each and every day. She can be
found smiling in the office, willing
to help anyone who stops by even
if it’s only to say “hi” or announce
over the intercom for students to
“stop running in the hallways!”
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Lady Crusaders take fourth place
Game 1 vs. Gothenberg Swedes
Wednesday, November 3, 2021
Pinnacle Bank Arena

T

by Claudia Escobar

he Grand Island Central Catholic
Crusaders soared past the Gothenburg Swedes, 25-27, 25-18, 25-21
and 25-17 at Pinnacle Bank Arena in Lincoln,
Nebraska on Wednesday, November 3, 2021.
Leading the team in kills were Gracie
Woods (11) with 16 kills; Lucy Ghaifan (11)
with 14 kills; and Chloe Cloud (12) with 12
kills.
The leading blockers were Cloud with 5
blocks and Ghaifan with 4 blocks.
Carolyn Maser (10) had 48 set assists and 16
Digs for Gothenburg.
“It means a lot. It’s a lot that we can play
our second game and then move on,” emotionally said Jenna Heidelk (12).
The Crusaders stormed back after an initial
set loss to win the match that led them to the
semi-finals of the state tournament.
“[During the second set] We were all
nervous but came together as a team,” admitted
Jenna Heidelk.

Chloe Cloud (12) and Avery Kelly (10) block the ball
during game two of the Class C-1 Volleyball Tournament in Lincoln, Ne. Cloud had 5 kills and Kelly had 8
attacks and 1 kill. photo by B. Yager-Wach
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Game 2 vs. Lincoln Lutheran
Warriors
Friday, November 5, 2021
Pinnacle Bank Arena

I

by Claudia Escobar

n their second game, the Crusaders lost
a hard-fought match against Lincoln Lutheran Warriors, 15-25,17-25 and 10-25
on Friday, November 5, 2021.
Ghaifan led the team in kills with 7 kills,
followed by Cloud who lead 5 kills. Woods
achieved the highest number of attack attempts with a total of 28 and Heidek paced
the defense with 21 digs.
“We had not played both teams [Lincoln
Lutheran or Columbus Lakeview]... before,
so for both games we knew we had to serve
tough and pass well so that we could get our
middles involved,” Head Coach Sharon Zavala
commented.
This was the first time the Crusaders faced
the Warriors during the season. After three sets,
the Crusaders lost their battle, which led to
playing for third place at the next game of the
state tournament.
“Lincoln Lutheran had a much more veteran team and played superbly against us.” stated
Coach Zavala.
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Game 3 vs. Columbus Lakeview
Vikings
Saturday, November 6, 2021
Lincoln Northeast High School
by Claudia Escobar

T

he Crusaders lost their final game
to the Columbus Lakeview Vikings
15-25,17-25 and 11-25 at Lincoln
NorthEast High School on Saturday, November 6, 2021.
Ghaifan and Cloud led the team in kills
with six each. Woods led the team with 24
attack attempts, followed by Alyssa Wilson
with 20. Both Maser and Avery Kelly (11) had
one ace each.
“We just never seemed to get into any sort
of rhythm with our offense,” said Head Coach
Sharon Zavala.
It was a very tense first confrontation between the two teams which resulted in a fourth
place finish for the Crusaders.
“We knew that for this game we had to
serve tough and pass well so that we could get
our middles involved,” stated Zavala.
Carolyn Maser (10), Alyssa Wilson (12), and Avery
Kelly (10), respond to Jenna Heidelk’s (12) dig attempt
against Lincoln Lutheran during the second game of
the state tournament, in which the Crusaders fell to
Lincoln Lutheran. photo by B. Yager-Wach
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Winter Preview

by Jonathan Schardt

Swim team looks to
improve times
The co-op Grand Island swim
team anticipates a tough season
after graduating several seniors
last year.
This season they face several tough opponents including
Kearney which has been a big rival
throughout the last few years.
In swimming, individuals
compete to the best of their ability so that they can score well as
a team improving individual time
results in a higher team score.
“We have been working hard
to improve our form in our
strokes as well as our pace so that
we can improve our times” stated
Head Coach Brian Jensen.

by Jonathan Schardt

Small wrestling
team has big
dreams to compete

Girls basketball
working hard to
conquer tough
schedule
by Jonathan Schardt

The wrestling team has been preparing by conditioning and perfecting their form. To get in shape,
wrestlers have been enduring high
amounts of cardio and running
according to Head Coach Zack
Schroder.
“The guys have been working
hard to get in good shape so that
they can compete with their opponents,” stated Schroder.
The team will have an abundance of tough competition and
is looking to competing to their
best ability.

Despite a tough schedule ahead,
the Girls basketball team looks to
have a great start to their season.
The Lady Crusaders has a variety
of returning players.
“We need to keep working
hard to improve and work together
so that we can perform to the best
of our ability,” stated Head Coach
Kevin Mayfield.
Mayfield also emphasized
the importance of competing
throughout the season.
“We need to focus on one
game at a time and not underestimate anyone,” stated Mayfield.

Boys team hopes to
return to the state
arena
by Jonathan Schardt

The Crusader boys basketball
team looks to repeat last year’s
achievement of winning a state
championship.
“It will be a little different with
a new team, but we need to do
what we always do by competing
hard and doing our best,” commented Martinez.
Martinez looks to develop new
players and to improve so they can
face the new competition in the
Centennial Conference.
“Our biggest competition this
year will be ourselves. We need
to focus on not making mistakes
and improving within our team,”
commented Martinez.

Dr. G.H. Hanssen
Hanssen Chiropractic
706 W 4th St
Grand Island, Ne
(308) 382-7470

Wach Inspection Services
Pest control serving the state of Nebraska
Call Duane @ (402) 469-7941
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